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THE COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER MOVEMENT:
HOW DID IT ALL BEGIN?

Dr. H. Jack Geiger and Dr. John 
Hatch during construction of the 
Delta Health Center, Mound 
Bayou, LA

nachc.org

1965: The first community health centers 
are established. 

1962: The Migrant Health Act is passed
The Migrant Health Act provides financial and 
technical aid to public and private non-profit 
agencies that provide community health services 
to migrant farmworkers and their families. 

Cesar Chavez and 
Robert F. Kennedy
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2023

The Growth of the Health Center 
Movement
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Protecting & Expanding the Health Center Program
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2024 NACHC Legislative Priorities 
Workforce 
• Increases for the National Health 

Service Corps and Teaching 
Health Center GME Program, but 
similar December 2024 deadline.

• Focus on extending those 
programs and investing in allied 
health professionals (Medical / 
Dental assistants, etc…)

Health Center Funding 
• NACHC secured largest increase in 

mandatory funding in a decade.  
• The funding goes through December, 

so continued bipartisan support will 
be needed as we push for additional 
resources and longer extension.

• Election year politics will be 
challenging.

340B
• Working through Alliance to Save 

America’s 340B Program to 
introduce comprehensive reform 
bill in the House. Bill introduction 
likely soon.

• Engaged in bipartisan Senate 
process.

Telehealth
• Congress must pass an extension of 

pandemic telehealth flexibilities by 
December 2024. 

• NACHC pushing for maximum 
reimbursement and continuation of 
audio-only telehealth as part of an 
extension.
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Congressional Landscape
(related to Health Centers)
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Appreciation   Awareness   Advocacy
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Everything you need is online!

www.healthcenterweek.org 

http://www.healthcenterweek.org/
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June 
• June 17: Activities/contest submissions open
• June 28: Deadline to submit events to be considered 

for sponsorship

July 
• July 17: #NHCW24 Office Hours

• Register here: https://bit.ly/4ayDTb3

August 
• August 4-10: National Health Center Week!
• August 14: Deadline for activity/contest submission
• August 19-29: Contest voting open

Summer of Power Building
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https://healthcenterweek.org/submit-your-event/
https://bit.ly/4ayDTb3
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2024 Focus Days
Celebrating Our People & Mission

Sunday, August 4
Public Health in Housing Day 

Monday, August 5
Healthcare for People Experiencing 
Homelessness Day

Tuesday, August 6
Agricultural Worker Health Day

Wednesday, August 7
Patient Appreciation Day

Thursday, August 8
Stakeholder Appreciation Day

Friday, August 9
Health Center Staff Appreciation Day

Saturday, August 10
Children’s Health Day

A focus on the social drivers of health 
and addressing health care 

inequities will be woven into every 
day throughout the week. 
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Tools & Resources

https://healthcenterweek.org/tools/

• Activities & Event Ideas
• Video contest
• Sticker design contest
• Bingo challenge

• Media Toolkit
• Graphics
• Talking points
• Fact sheets 
• Templates

• Proclamation
• Press release
• Letter to editor

https://healthcenterweek.org/tools/
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NHCW Online Store

https://nhcw.zancanstore.com/

• Posters
• Banners
• Mugs
• T-shirts
• Reusable bags
• Water bottles…and more!

https://nhcw.zancanstore.com/
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https://healthcenterweek.org/submit-your-event 

Share your event with us! 

https://healthcenterweek.org/submit-your-event
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NACHC Sponsorships
Criteria for $500 NACHC sponsorship (max of 2 per state): 

1. Plan a community-wide event during NHCW
2. Use social media to promote NHCW events and the 

importance of health centers in your community with the 
hashtags #ValueCHCs and #NHCW24

3. Invite elected officials at the state and federal levels to visit 
your health center

Health centers must submit events on the NHCW website 
by June 28, 2024, to be considered for a NACHC 
sponsorship!

https://healthcenterweek.org/submit-your-event/
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Planning: Identify Shared Values, Interests, & Resources
1.  Create an Action Plan

• Create a leadership team—make sure to get board and staff leadership support
• Determine activities and tactics that will help you achieve your strategic goal

2.  Nurture Relationships
• Partner with local organizations to plan/host events
• Invite local, state, federal elected officials to join the celebration
• Seek sponsorship support—monetary, in-kind, volunteers
• Don’t forget media! – TV, Radio, Newspaper, Online
• Make sure your communications plan includes regular updates for sponsors, attendees, and the 

public

3. Follow-Up
• Thank you notes
• Invite people to lead with you Relational vs. 

Transactional! 
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Best Practices for Civic Engagement

1. Clarify personal vs. Organizational

2. Always remain non-partisan

3. Book a small % of all staff time with non-
grant funds

4. Written policies for staff & volunteers:
• Workplace activity
• Use of health center resources
• Social media

5. Board resolution

21
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Invite Elected Officials
Start early and be persistent

• Work with staff in federal & state/district offices
• Be flexible

Types of engagement
• Award presentation
• Health center tour
• Press conference
• Candidate forums/panels
• Volunteering (handing out food, reading to children)

Pay attention to timing and rules
• Keep celebrations non-partisan
• If you invite one candidate, invite all candidates in 

congressional/local races
• Campaign events & donations strictly prohibited!
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Health Centers can:
Register voters

• Activities must be non-partisan
• Ensure staff participating in voter 

registration drives are not paid with 
public funding

Serve as a polling location

Educate voters on issues and the political 
process

Host elected officials
• Invite candidates from all parties
• Campaigning is strictly prohibited

Updated materials COMING SOON!
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June 5: Legislative Fly-In & 
Call-in Campaign

Fly-in: Advocates on Capitol Hill
o Attendees will be provided National Health 

Center Week invitation cards to present to 
Members of Congress

Call-in "day of action"- get phones ringing in 
Congressional offices

o Help your colleagues multiply their impact! Use 
this link to participate at home: HCAdvocacy 
Campaigns (call-in campaigns will appear 
June 5)

https://hcadvocacy.quorum.us/campaigns/
https://hcadvocacy.quorum.us/campaigns/
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Social Media 
• Follow @HCAdvocacy on 

Twitter & Facebook
• Share posts to amplify

• Post about National Health 
Center Week on social media
• Use #NHCW24 and #ValueCHCs

• Don’t forget to tag your elected 
officials!
• Use official - not campaign -

accounts (found here)

• Stay tuned for #NHCW24 
social media contest!

https://x.com/search?q=%23nhcw24
https://www.hcadvocacy.org/working-with-elected-officials/
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Creating a Culture of 
Advocacy

• Legal resources for health center advocacy

• Advocacy FAQs

• Break Room Flyer w/links to evergreen advocacy resources

• Sample advocacy presentation for board members

• NACHC’s 2024 Health Center Calendar Toolkit

https://www.hcadvocacy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Advocacy-Civic-Engagement-Legalese-2021.pdf
https://www.hcadvocacy.org/advocacy-faqs/
https://www.hcadvocacy.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Advocacy-Flyer-for-Health-Center-Break-Rooms-English-Spanish.pdf
https://www.hcadvocacy.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Board-Member-Advocacy-Presentation-2024.pptx
https://www.nachc.org/resource/2024-health-center-calendar-toolkit/
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Is Your Health Center an ACE?
What is the ACE Program?
• ACE health centers are recognized for consistent 

engagement and commitment to making 
advocacy an organizational priority.

• There are three ACE levels—Bronze, Silver & Gold

Bronze Status Requirements
• Identify an advocacy coordinator
• Develop an advocacy action plan
• Pass an advocacy board resolution
• Host a National Health Center Week event
• Establish a social media account
• Register at least 20% of staff/board as advocates
• Host a meeting or tour with at least one elected 

official annually

Learn More & Apply:
https://bit.ly/3li2Eo1

https://bit.ly/3li2Eo1


Stay Engaged on the Latest Developments
NACHC Policy Team holds a monthly 

Combined Policy Call 

Intended Audience: Health Centers, Primary 
Care Associations, and Health Center Controlled 
Networks 

When: Second Thursday of the month at 3pm ET 

Subscribe

Become an Advocate to Make Sure Your 
Voice is Heard by Key Policymakers

Subscribe to our weekly Washington Update 
to receive health center policy updates and 

action alert notifications.

https://www.hcadvocacy.org/become-an-advocate/
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Platinum Sponsor

Thank You 2024 NHCW Sponsors!

As of 5/22/2024

Silver Sponsors

Bronze Sponsors
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#NHCW24 Office Hours

Wednesday, July 17
3-4pm ET

Register here:
https://bit.ly/4ayDTb3

Mark your 
calendars!

Questions? Email 
grassroots@nachc.org

https://bit.ly/4ayDTb3
mailto:grassroots@nachc.org
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